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Ataraxia

Established:  

2004

Owner/Winemaker: 
Kevin and Hanli Grant

Location:

Walker Bay appellation and

the Hemel-en-Aarde

Soil Type:

Fourteen soil types are

derived from the deposits of

Table Mountain Sandstone,

Cape Granite and Bokkeveld

Shale that make up the

geology of the area.

Wines Imported:

Sauvignon Blanc

Chardonnay

Serenity (red blend)

Sustainability Program:

Ataraxia was founded in 2004. Husband and wife team, 

Kevin and Hanli, in partnership with a few friends, 

purchased 50 hectares of prime vineyard land. The 

landscape in which Ataraxia is situated, called The 

Skyfields is unique, lying as it does on the most elevated 

section of the Hemel-en-Aarde area. Nestled on this 

commanding rise beneath the soaring BabylonsToren

mountain range, our vineyards are planted on some of the 

most spectacular terroirs South Africa has to offer. It is a 

place where wines of incredible finesse, balance and 

depth are crafted, that proudly hold their own in the 

international arena.

Kevin Grant completed a diploma in Cellar Technology at 

Elsenburg Agricultural, graduating as Dux Student in 1990. 

While working at top-end estates in South Africa, he 

undertook study/harvest trips to France, Oregon, Australia 

and New Zealand, including an extended period in which 

he was the winemaker who put South Africa’s Hamilton-

Russell on the map.

Trained initially as a biologist, Kevin has always been a 

winemaker who cares about the environment. As Lames 

Molesworth of Wine Spectator notes, Kevin “A South 

African biologist-turned-vintner starts off with three 

outstanding wines--still manages to keep an eye on the 

wildlife.”

-A complete state of serenity
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Cederberg
Established:  
1977

Owner/Winemaker: 
David Nieuwoudt

Location:
The Cederberg lies 250 km north 

of Cape Town. This vast region 

encompasses approximately 

162,000 ha of mountainous 

terrain, stretching from the 

Pakhuis Pass in the north, to 

Grootrivier in the south, towards 

Ceres. 

Soil Type: 
The soil types are well-drained 

on weathered shale/slate with a 

higher clay content well suited 

to red cultivars. Lightly 

structured soil with sandstone, 

well suited to white cultivars, 

abounds. There are also duplex 

soils with coarse sand on clay. 

The soil types belong to the 

Bokkeveld and Witteberg groups.

Wines Imported:
Bukettraube, Chenin Blanc, 

Sauvignon Blanc, Merlot-Shiraz, 

Cabernet Sauvignon

Sustainability Program:

South Africa’s most uniquely situated wine farm falls within 

the pristine environs of the Cederberg Wilderness Area, which 

lies in the Cape Floral Kingdom. Here, among spectacular rock 

formations and fynbos, you will find the highest altitude 

vineyards in the Cape. Conservation is fundamental and 

Cederberg Private Cellar is a committed member of the 

Biodiversity & Wine Initiative.

The cold climate and remote location, with its pure mountain 

air and water, ensures that the vines are virus free. This 

results in award-winning wines which show an exceptional 

purity of fruit. The farm has been in the Nieuwoudt family for 

five generations and David Nieuwoudt currently makes the 

wines.

In October 2005 David was invited to become a member of 

the Cape Winemakers Guild, the 37th member since the 

Guild’s inception in 1982. What a rare honour this is for a 

winemaker fighting the odds three hours north of South 

Africa’s wine hub!  Since then Cederberg wines have twice 

been named best in South Africa by Decanter, and have been 

awarded multiple 90+ ratings. 

As impressive as the quality, is the commitment to take care 

of the rare and pristine environment which surrounds the 

winery, the Cederberg Wilderness.  It is part of the Cederberg 

Conservancy an agreement between landowners and the 

government to manage the environment in a sustainable 

mannerthrough environmental management plans, ecological 

auditing, co-operation and dedication to the conservation of 

nature on private land.

South Africa’s high altitude winery
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DeWaal

Established:  

1864

Owner/Winemaker: 
Pieter DeWaal, Daniel DeWaal, 

Chris DeWaal

Location:
Uiterwyk (1682), situated in the

cool Stellenbosch Hills

Soil Type:
Gravel and Loam, Hutton

Wines Imported:
Viognier

Pinotage

Signal Rock Red

DeWaal Top of the Hill Pinotage

Sustainability Program:

Uiterwyk (pronounced ate-er-wick) literally means 

last outpost. The famous estate at the end of the 

main road from Cape Town to Stellenbosch has 

been known as one of the best places to grow fruit 

for for more than 250 years. It has been a De Waal 

family operation for that entire time.

Among other ways this family has been a leader in 

South Africa’s wine industry is their commercial 

pioneering of the Pinotage grape. Today, the Top 

of the Hill lot is home to the oldest Pinotage vines 

in the world, and on very special vintages, 

produces arguably the best Pinotage in the world.

Pieter and his brothers Daniel and Chris have 

made their priority creating wines of outstanding 

value while caring for the environment.  

Among the many accolades attesting to results 

produced by the 8th generation of the DeWaal 

family is being named by Decanter Magazine as 

“One of the Ten best varietal producers in South 

Africa.”

For nine generations this esteemed 
family has made some of the most 
classic wines in South Africa.
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De Wetshof

Established:  

1952

Owner/Winemaker:  Danie

de Wet

Location: 

The Robertson Valley, which 

lies in the folds of the 

Riviersonderend and 

Langeberg mountains, where 

the Breede River meanders 

towards the Cape’s southern 

coastline. 

Soil Type: 

Rich, loamy alluvial river 

valley soils and lime-rich 

soils sloping up the 

surrounding hills and 

mountains.

Wines Imported:

Bateleur Chardonnay

Danie de Wet Limestone Hill  

Chardonnay

Sustainability Program:

Proprietor and winemaker, Danie de Wet’s love of wine 
emanates from the time he was a young boy following his 
father around the farm in the Robertson Valley. The De Wet 
ancestors arrived at the Cape in 1694 and the family has been 
involved in the wine industry ever since.

De Wetshof Estate has over the past two decades become 
renowned in the Cape for its innovative and advanced use of 
technology in helping to produce both better grapes and create 
great wines. This passion and careful planning have helped 
make De Wetshof the premier Chardonnay house in South 
Africa. 

This emphasis on Chardonnay dates back to Danie’s days as a 
student at the Geisenheim Institute in Germany, where he 
studied viticultural and oenological. While there he tasted many 
fine examples of this variety, as well as undertaking visits to 
leading Burgundian wineries. Today he has his own vineyard 
specific Chardonnays offering widely differing styles. 

The iconic Limestone Hill Chardonnay has been hailed by Wine 
Advocate as “having better balance and drinkability than 99% 
of the world’s Chardonnays I’ve tasted at this price.” and the 
Bataleur is one of South Africa’s most awarded wines, including 
the  Prestige Trophy at Les Citadelles du Vin.

The family also is a champion of  the environment, and has 
built, equipped, and staffed  a state-of-the-art creche
(kindergarden) on the estate for the workers’ children since the 
1980;s.

Dani De Wet, South Africa's "King of 
Chardonnay" has made producing 
world-class Chardonnay his life's work. 
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Doolhof

Established: 

1993

Owner/Winemaker:

Dennis Kerrison (Owner)

Friedrich Kühne (Winemaker)

Location:

Northeast of Wellington

Soil Type: fine, deep,

balanced soil with evenly

distributed clay

Wines Imported:

Signatures Merlot

Dark Lady of the Labyrinth

Lady in Red

Cape Loerie (Sauvignon Blanc)

Cape Roan (red blend)

Sustainability Program:

The name Doolhof means “labyrinth.” Set in the many 

nooks and crannies of Bovlei Valley northeast of 

Wellington, Doolhof Estate has been the jewel of the 

valley for three centuries.

Today, this labyrinthine topography is harmonized with 

the positioning of our vineyards, making good use of 

the many micro-climates and terroirs which are 

ultimately expressed in the Doolhof Estate wines.

In such a setting, it is no surprise that Doolof farm is a 

member of the Biodiversity and Wine Initiative, a 

ground-breaking partnership between the South 

African wine industry and the conservation sector that 

aims to preserve the biodiversity of the Cape Floral 

Kingdom. 

All of the wines showcase the complexity and layered 

flavors hewn from this unique terroir, particularly 

their reds with the multi Double Gold medal winning 

Minotaur, back-to-back Decanter World Wine winning 

Merlot, the beguiling Dark Lady of the Labyrinth, and 

complex Lady in Red. In a tribute to making wine in 

harmony with nature, the Cape series features wines 

described by Wine Enthusiast as “stylish, poised and 

elegant.”

Doolhof means Labyrinth. Multiple 
microclimates give the wines 
complexity and depth.
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Dornier

Established:  

2003

Owner/Winemaker: 
Raphael Dornier/J.C. Steyn

Location: 

At the foot of the 

Stellenbosch mountains in the 

famed “Golden Triangle”

Soil Type:

Tukulu (yellow) and Oakleaf

(red) decomposed granite 

with varying clay content.

Wines Imported:

Cocoa Hill Red

Cocoa Hill Chenin

Cocoa Hill Rose’

Donatus White

Donatus Red

Cabernet Sauvignon

Pinotage

Chenin Blanc

Sustainability Program:

The Dornier family has a proud heritage of innovation, 

creativity, and perfection, and they bring that to the 

wines that carry their name. Their philosophy reads, 

“We are led by the principles of tradition and inspired 

by perfection; yet realize the power of innovation. 

Everything that Dornier stands for and embodies – be it 

the place or the wines – creatively fuse the opposites 

of change and stasis, seriousness and pleasure, 

complexity and simplicity. We embrace difference 

where it leads to improvement, and still recognize the 

value of what has come before.”

With that heritage and driving philosophy, the Dornier 

family found the perfect place to make wines of 

unbending quality and innovative creativity. The 

“Golden Triangle” of Stellenbosch is home to some of 

the most revered wines in the world, and the complex 

soils are vital in giving the wines their unique 

character, as is the range in altitude of the vineyards –

from 100 and 200 metres above sea level. A multitude 

of aspects add to vineyard diversity and the high 

mountain peaks trap the cool Atlantic breezes to slow 

the ripening and create intense flavor compounds.

In the US, their wines have already received multiple 

90+ ratings, “Best Buy” accolades, and inclusion in the 

NYTimes Wine Club. From the value-driven second 

label, Cocoa Hill, to the striking Donatus pair, Dornier 

certainly delivers modern classics that are making 

their mark.

Modern classics with a new 
world freshness added to 
traditional structures.
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Joubert-

Traudauw

Established:  

1982

Owner/Winemaker: 

Meyer Joubert

Location:

Tradauw Valley, Barrydale, The

Klein Karoo

Soil Type:

Heavy clay

Wines Imported:

Chardonnay

Syrah

Sustainability Program:

Meyer Joubert is a 7th generation French Huguenot 

immigrant to South Africa (3rd generation at the 

Joubert-Tradauw Private Cellar); part of a family that 

has been involved in winemaking almost since its 

inception there. Perhaps it is due to this long 

historical family connection that Meyer is so compelled 

to make wines they way they were made hundreds of 

years ago. 

It is a minamilist approach that begins by allowing 

spontaneous, wild fermentation from the yeasts that 

naturally occur on the grapes. It continues with no 

fining, no filtering, and only previously used oak 

barrels for aging.  

The result is “natural wines” that are, as described in 

Wine Enthusiast Magazine, “complex, balanced, and 

delicious.” Producing small quantities of handcrafted 

wines made in conjunction with nature is Meyer’s 

passion.

A viticulturist by trade, having grown up on the wine 

farm, Mayer appreciates the great wine that nature 

can make if man just assists in a non-invasive manner.

The line of wines is also minimal, with a Syrah and 

Chardonnay, both made in the very traditional French 

style, yet expressing the terroir of the Klein Karoo and 

the uniqueness of each individual vintage.

Natural Wines – spontaneous, 
wild fermentation, no filtering, 
no fining. 
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Lammershoek

Established:  

2000

Owner/Winemaker:  

Paul and Anna Kretzel / 

Craig Hawkins

Location:  

Swartland

Soil Type:  

Sandy, mineral-rich 

decomposed granitic soils 

Wines Imported:

Roulette Blanc

Roulette

Straw Wine

Chenin Blanc

Syrah

Sustainability Program:

Legend has it that the name Lammershoek, meaning 

"lamb's corner", originated from the fact that ewes with 

their young lambs sought shelter in the forests 

surrounding the farm, when threatened by the black 

eagle. Lammershoek was founded in 1718. The first 

vineyards were planted in 1750.

The focus is on grapes that can perform on sandy, 

mineral-rich decomposed granitic soils where water is 

scarce and the sun is hot. This means they primarily grow 

Rhone varietals. Lammershoek has 96ha of vineyards 

ranging from our beautiful bush-vine, dry-land, 50+ year 

Chenin Blanc to Syrah staked in the Northern Rhone style 

to old, “unconventional” specialities such as Carignan, 

Harslévelü and Tinta Barocca. 

Lammershoek makes wine with minimal intervention. No 

herbicides nor pesticides have been used for years. No 

irrigation is used. No additives (apart from the minimal 

use of SO2), no new wood and no pumps were used. 

Some 6000 litres are pressed by foot alone. Fermentation 

relied completely on indigenous yeasts and any 

extraction was kept to a minimum. 

For those who want to experience the terroir in a wine, 

Lammershoek delivers the beauty and depth of the 

Swartland like no others. No wonder Parker calles

Lammershoek “one of South Africa’s top producers.”

Natural farming, highest
quality fruit and minimal 
interference in the cellar. 
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Morgenster

Established: 

1711

Owner/Winemaker:  
Giulio Bertrand (Owner) 

Pierre Lurton (Director) 

Henry Kotze (Winemaker)

Location:

Somerset West, Stellenbosch

Soil Type:

deep, well- drained Hutton 

and Clovelly decomposed 

granite

Wines Imported:

Morgenster

Lourens River Valley

Sustainability Program:

Partnership with Pierre Lurton 
strives to make the best Bordeaux 
blends in the New World.

WorthwhileWine.com

Morgenster Estate in the Western Cape, just 35 minutes 

outside of Cape Town, specializes in three Bordeaux red 

wine cultivars and our forte is blending. Director & Wine 

Consultant Pierre Lurton (a name synonymous with 

Bordeaux) works in tandem with resident Winemaker 

Henry Kotzé and the viticulture team, Bob Hobson and 

François Viljoen, to offer to Morgenster's customers the 

ultimate best in a red blend.

The 300-year-old wine estate was once part of the 

thriving farm, Vergelegen. The section now known as 

Morgenster was bought by Jacques Malan, a Huguenot 

who had fled religious persecution in France and was to 

found a dynasty in the Cape. It was he who gave the 

farm its name.

Giulio Bertrand, who bought the farm in 1992, 

immediately set about the work of creating the best 

Bordeaux-style wines in the New World, a goal that 

continues today.

The two wines are the Morgenster and the Lourens River 

Valley. The Morgenster is a classic left bank of Bordeaux 

Cabernet Sauvignon-dominant wine of great power and 

structure, and one Stephen Tanzer has called “one of 

South Africa’s top bottlings.” The Lourens River Valley, a 

second label if you will, is a Merlot-dominant right bank 

style blend that is elegant, sophisticated supple, and 

“awfully good for a second wine,” according to Tanzer. 



Muratie

Established:  
1987

Owner/Winemaker: 
Rijk Melck (owner) 

Francois Conradie

(Winemaker) 

Simon Zeerman (Assistant 

Winemaker)

Location:
Simonsberg Ward of 

Stellenbosch

Soil Type:  
Table Mountain sandstone

Wines Imported:
Isabella Chardonnay

Pinot Noir

Shiraz

Ansela Van de Caab (red)

Ronnie Melck Shiraz

Cape Vintage (Port)

Sustainability Program:

In 1659, the first grapes were pressed in South Africa. 

A few years later, in 1685, Lourens Campher was 

granted a piece of land to farm at the foot of the 

Simonsberb Mountain in Stellenbosch. 325 years later, 

the oak trees he planted and home he built still stand 

on this grand old wine estate. 

“Nowhere else in this beautiful wineland of ours are you 

so strongly reminded that the history of wine here is as 

old as South Africa itself. Here you can once again 

become aware that the art of wine-making arose on 

those pieces of earth where people with an exceptional 

joy in life had settled.” – Maureen Joubert

The Simonsberg Ward of Stellenbosch is akin to the 

Rutherford  appellation in Napa; arguably the best of 

the best. From this spectacular terroir, and with great 

honor paid to the history of the place, the Melck 

family make distinctive wines for the connoisseur.

Intensely dedicated to living and farming in ways 

respectful of nature and their fellow citizens, Muratie 

Estate has set up a trust for education, training, and 

management programs for the estate workers and 

their families. They also use natural pesticides ranging 

from wasps to ducks and even wild lynx, and are part 

of the Biodiversity Wine Initiative. 

In their first year in the US, Muratie wines have 

received multiple 90+ ratings, as well as an Editor’s 

Choice and Cellar Selection designations.

One of the oldest wine estates in 
the world and a Simonsberg classic.
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Neethlingshof

Established:  

1705

Winemaker:  

De Wet Viljoen

Location:  

Stellenbosch

Soil Type:  

Villafonté, Tukulu and 

Oakleaf decomposed Table 

Mountain granite

Wines Imported:

Chardonnay (Unwooded)

Gewurztraminer

Merlot

The Maria (Late harvest)

Sustainability Program:

Neethlingshof’s vine roots stretch back to the earliest 

years of winemaking at the Cape – grapes were already 

being produced on the farm by 1705. Despite being 

steeped in history it has also remained in the forefront of 

new trends and developments, and has become a leading 

exponent of the drive to balance nature and winegrowing 

in the Western Cape. 

As a consequence its select range of wines is a telling 

reflection of what is uniquely Neethlingshof. The 

Neethlingshof estate lies just outside the town of 

Stellenbosch in the heart of the Cape Winelands. Eight 

clearly distinguishable terroirs, each characterized by 

unique slopes, aspects and altitudes, have been 

identified. By choosing the correct location, it has been 

possible to enhance the natural flavor and aroma of all 

the cultivars selected for planting. 

There is also a renewed emphasis on elegance created 

through its eco-sustainable farming practices. The reds 

are now more subtly oaked, showing softer tannins and 

greater harmony, while the whites exhibit a purer 

expression of fruit. Phenolic ripeness is being achieved at 

lower sugar levels through appropriate vineyard-row 

orientation and canopy management, while winemaker De 

Wet Viljoen has adopted a regime of gentler handling of 

fruit and is increasingly making use of Hungarian and 

other Eastern European oak to create a softer, more 

accessible profile.

"A place of rare beauty where 
man and nature strive together 
to produce great wines."
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Partnership

Established:  

2004

Owner/Winemaker: 

150 farm and cellar 

partners, in conjunction 

with Riebeek Cellars / 

Zakkie Bester, winemaker

Location: 

Swartlans, 8 km outside 

Malmesbury in Riebeek

Valley 

Soil Types:

Various soild from rich 

black Swartland loam to 

ancient cemented 

limestone

Wines Imported:

Sauvignon Blanc

Shiraz

Sustainability Program:

Since planting the first vineyards in 2004, the Partnership 

Vineyards project has grown from a dream and a few vines 

planted in the promising soil of the farm Highlands, to the 

reality of a commercial farm cultivating wine grapes.

The concept of Partnership Vineyards was born and today 

151 previously disadvantaged people from the Riebeek

Valley are partners in the farm which will not only pay 

them dividends the moment the project becomes 

profitable, but will also give them ownership of land and 

their piece of Africa. Shares in Partnership Vineyards can 

be bequeathed but cannot be sold.

The farm has realized the dreams and longings of many of 

the people living and working in the Riebeek Valley and 

surrounds.

However, everyone involved knows their success is 

dependent on creating wines of high quality and value. 

Research shows consumers will select and be more loyal 

to Fairtrade products, if the quality and price are equal to 

non-Fairtrade products. 

In its first vintage in the US, the wines are showing their 

quality by being selected as a “Best Buy” in Wine & Spirits 

Magazine, and winning multiple medals at US and 

international competitions. 

With a quality product and the inspiring social and 

environmental change generated by Partnership’s 

Fairtrade programs, it is no wonder partnership sales in 

the US are skyrocketing in a short period of time.

New Fair-trade Certified winery 
from the Swartland area.
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Rooiberg

Established: 
1964

Owner/Winemaker:  
Johan du Preez, GM

Andre Scriven, Winemaker

Location:
Breede River Valley

Soil Type:
ranging from loam to heavy Karoo
and alluvial soils

Wines Imported:
Chenin Blanc

Pinotage Rose’

Chardonnay

Sauvignon Blanc

Roodewyn Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot

Cabernet

Shiraz

Merlot

Pinotage

Reserve Chardonnay

Reserve Shiraz

Reserve Merlot

Reserve Pinotage

Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon

Sustainability Program:

Rooiberg winery is one of the most popular brands 

in South Africa, known and loved for their 

approachable, yet high quality wines offered at 

reasonable, everyday prices. The wines have been 

recognized as “Great Value” more than 20 times 

by Wine Magazine in the  last three years.

In the US, they’ve been met with multiple “Best 

Buy” recommendations from Wine and Spirits 

Magazine, and have been called “Outstanding 

wine bargains” in Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate.

But these are not just simple sipping wines; there 

is balance, complexity, structure, and firm acidity 

that makes them enjoyable on their own or as a 

great pairing to many different foods.

As good as you’ll feel about the quality and value 

in the bottle, you can also feel good about how 

the wines are made. They are certified organic by 

Eurpoe’s main organic certifying body, SGS, and 

operate as a co-op of indenepdent grape growers, 

many of which are multi-generation family 

operations.

The first co-operative 
winery in South Africa
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Rupert & Rothschild Vignerons

Established:

1690

Owner/Winemaker:

Anthonij Rupert & Baron 

Benjamin Rothschild 

owners. Schalk Willem 

Joubert, winemaker. 

Location:

Franschhoek Valley

Soil Type:

22 soil types identified,

primarily podzolic soil.

Wines Imported:

Classique

Baroness Nadine 

(Chardonnay), Baron 

Edmond

Sustainability Program:

Baron Edmond Rothschild and Dr. Anton Rupert were 

renound wine producers in their native countries of 

France and South Africa, as well as being long time 

friends, when in 1997, they decided to enter into a 

partnership to create  world-class wines from one of 

South Africa’s great estates.

It is a true partnership, with viticulturists and 

winemakers from France and South Africa spending 

part of the year in the other location, working 

together and sharing experiences. It is the ultimate 

blending of old world and new world winemaking.

They focus on just three wines. The flagship Baron 

Edmond is a powerful, yet sophisticated wine of 

immense stature. The Baroness Nadine  is an elegant 

barrel fermented Chardonnay. The Classique  is a 

classic Bordeaux blend that, while accessable in 

youth, will gracefully age within the bottle.

In addition to the Rupert and Rothschild families 

striving to produce world-class wine, they are 

deeply committed to the preservation and 

conservation of the environment. This resulted in 

Rupert & Rothschild Vignerons being the first winery 

in South Africa to be awarded the ISO 14001 

Environmental Management Certification. Benefits 

include environmental sustainability in operations, 

but also a safer working environment.
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Solms-Delta

Established:  

2002

Owner/Winemaker:  

Mark Solms/ (Owner)

Hilko Hegewisch 

(Winemaker)

Location:

Franschhoek

Soil Type:

Rocky  river delta granite

Wines Imported:

Solms-Astor Vastrap

Solms-Astor Langarm

Solms-Astor Cape Jazz 

Shiraz

Lekkerwijn

Hiervandaan

Africana

Koloni

Sustainability Program:

Solms-Delta is much more than a wine estate. Located 

15km outside the village of Franschhoek in the heart of 

the Cape Winelands, the magnificent wine estate 

produces classical wines with a difference… In fact 

everything about Solms-Delta is different.

The South African roots of world-renowned neuroscientist 

Professor Mark Solms brought him back home in 2002 to 

revitalize the historic Delta wine estate … and to 

fundamentally rethink Cape wine-making traditions in the 

process.

Solms assumed custodianship of the 320-year-old estate 

with a vision that went much deeper than re-establishing 

its vineyards and cellars. He also wanted to do something 

about the legacy of his European forebears (who had 

settled in the Cape six generations before) and thereby 

address the pressing social and economic problems facing 

South Africa today.

Solms is not only changing how blacks and whites work 

and live together in South Africa, but is changing 

perceptions of what South African wine can be. Solms 

wines offer a cascade of tastes and styles that have 

inspired comments such as: “This wine just blew my skull 

off,” “unorthodox,” “delectably intense,” “a breath of 

fresh air,” “as uplifting as rain on dusty hot earth,” “a 

cheeky pat on the bottom,” as well as questions like “how 

to rate a cultural weapon?” 

No wonder it is among the “100 Most Exciting Wine Finds.”

“One of the most interesting 
and promising Cape wineries” 
Tim James of 1001 Wines To 
Try Before You Die
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Vrede en Lust

Established:  

1688

Owner/Winemaker:  

Dana and Etienne Buys / 

Susan Erasmus

Location:

Eastern slopes of the

Simonsberg, Paarl region

Soil Type:

22 soil types identified,

primarily podzolic soil.

Wines Imported:

Mocholate Malbec

Sauvignon Blanc

Boet Erasmus (red)

Sustainability Program:

Vrede en Lust was established by the French Huguenot, Jacques de 
Savoye in 1688. De Savoye immediately started improving the 60 
morgen (55 Ha) of land that starts on the Berg River Valley floor 
and runs up the eastern foothills of the majestic Simonsberg
mountain. More than 10,000 vines were planted by 1691, which 
grew to 80,000 by 1780.

The Buys family purchased this wine farm in 1996, and set up 
restoring a number of the historic buildings and replanting the 
farm to noble wine grape cultivars. In 1998 Dana entered into a 
partnership with his brother Etienne, who has since overseen the 
vineyards and building of the winery. The new winery was 
completed in time for the 2002 harvest.

Vrede en Lust also source grapes from family owned vineyards in 
the cooler Elgin region, adding cooler-climate flavors to their white 
wines in particular.

The winemaking team is led by Woman Winemaker of the Year, 
Susan Erasmus. The winemaking philosophy is simple – to make 
wines of the highest quality, honest wines that reflect their terroir
with minimal intervention in the cellar. The wines are clearly new 
world in style – some more classical and some with a modern twist 
– this lineup shows the diversity of the vineyards and the careful 
handling of the winemaking process.

The quality of these wines shows forth in the flagship Boet
Erasmus Bordeax blend, which just received a 95 rating, Gold 
Medal, and Trophy as the best red wine in South Africa at the 
prestigious International Wine Challenge.

“Peace and Eagerness”

WorthwhileWine.com



TO ARRANGE A PORTFOLIO TASTING, 

PLEASE CONTACT TOM LYNCH:

TOM@WORTHWHILEWINE.COM

678-358-5241

WORTHWHILE WINE COMPANY

931 PONCE DE LEON AVE.

SUITE E

ATLANTA, GA 30306

PORTFOLIO SUSTAINABILITY CERTIFICATIONS

THANK YOU

ORGANIC

In South Africa 

“there exists a 

wide array of 

grape varieties 

and styles to 

slake the thirst of 

most wine 

connoisseurs”

The Wine 

Enthusiast
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